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  “Kelly Yang is a New York Times best-selling, award-winning author. Her 

    debut middle grade novel, Front Desk was awarded the Asian Pacific American 

 Award for Literature as well as the Parents’ Choice Gold Medal in 2018.  

            Kelly immigrated to America when she was 6 years old and grew up in 

 Southern California. She is a graduate of the University of California, Berkeley 

 and Harvard Law School, having entered college at the age of 13 and Harvard 

 Law School at the age of 17. In 2005, at the age of 20, Kelly became one of the 

 youngest graduates of Harvard Law School. 

   After law school, she gave up law to pursue her passion of writing and teaching children writing. In 

2005, Kelly founded The Kelly Yang Project to help students in Asia find their voice and become better 

writers and more powerful speakers. As an award-winning author, she’s designed the Kelly Yang Project 

curriculum to instill a passion for writing in children from a very early age. 

Before turning to fiction, Kelly was also a columnist for the South China Morning Post for many years. 

Her writing has been published in The New York Times, The Washington Post, and The Atlantic.  

In 2010, The Kelly Yang Project was named ‘Second Best Small Education Company in the World’ by 

The Education Project Global Summit in Bahrain. In 2011, Kelly chaired the Harvard Book Prize in Hong 

Kong and served as a board member of the Harvard Club of Hong Kong. 

Kelly regularly gives talks on writing and education and has spoken at conferences, companies, and 

schools around the world” (“Meet Kelly”).  

“Meet Kelly.” Kelly Yang, www.kellyyang.edu.hk/kelly-yang-2./ Accessed 7 Nov. 2025. 

Library Collection  (Primary) 

Front Desk 

Call number: F YAN 

 Mia Tang has many secrets. She lives in a motel, managing the front desk while 

 her immigrant parents clean rooms. They hide other immigrants, risking 

 everything under the mean owner, Mr. Yao. Mia dreams of being a writer, but her 

 mother insists she focus on math because English is not her first language. Can 

 she keep her job, help others, and pursue her dreams this year?  

Finally Seen 

Call number: F YAN 

 When ten-year-old Lina Gao arrives in Los Angeles, it’s her first time in America 

 and reuniting with her parents and little sister after five years. While living with her 

 grandmother in Beijing, she was teased as the “left behind girl.” Excited about her 

 new life, she finds school much harder than expected, and after mispronouncing 

 words, she decides not to speak ever again. 
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