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Gennifer Choldenko is - bestselling, award-winning American
author. Selling her first book manuscript to a publisher at age thirty-three,
Gennifer Choldenko has gone on to become an author of both picture books
for young children and novels for teenagers. In her fast-paced novels,
Choldenko focuses on serious topics that range from chronic lying to autism,
but makes them seem fresh through her light, witty touch. Featuring both her
characteristic humor and her offbeat perspective, Choldenko's novel Al Capone
Does My Shirts earned her the prestigious 2005 Newbery Honor Book
designation, one of several honors accorded the book.

Choldenko was born in Santa Monica, California, in 1957, the youngest in a family that included
four boisterous children. As a child, her first love was horses, and her second was writing and making up
stories. Choldenko's interests turned to poetry in high school, but during her years as a student at
Brandeis University she returned to prose and graduated summa cum laude with a dual major in
American literature and English (the school did not yet offer a major in creative writing). Later, she earned
an illustration degree from the prestigious Rhode Island School of Design.

Al Capone Does My Shirts was inspired by a newspaper article Choldenko read that discussed
Alcatraz's evolution from prison to museum. It also discussed the little-known fact that, during its years as
a prison, the island was home to the families of prison guards and officials. While researching her book,
Choldenko served as a docent on Alcatraz island, immersing herself in the history of the institution, its
inmates, and the prison support staff. The book's title comes from a joke Moose and Piper make about
the prison's famous inmate and his prison jobs. Capone worked in the prison laundry during his stay on
Alcatraz, and military personnel stationed in San Francisco during World War Il used to make a similar
joke: "Al Capone does my shorts." Choldenko also took inspiration from her own sister, Gina, who
suffered from autism. Newbery awards committee deemed the novel a Newbery Honor Book in 2005
(“Choldenko, Gennifer 1957-“).

“Choldenko, Gennifer 1957-."” Encyclopedia, www.encyclopedia.com/children/scholarly- magazines/choldenko-gennifer-1957,
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In 1930s Alcatraz, Moose ;\s TA%:*’ When eleven-year-old Hank'’s
Flanagan navigates dangers ~ CLLEULEE mom goes missing, he takes
after his dad is promoted. Telexa:1% ] care for his sister Boo. Seeking
Blamed for a fire, his sister ==l - . help leads to tough questions
Natalie leads Moose to decipher and the risk of being separated.
a cryptic note from Al Capone. Gennifer Choldenko explores
complicated family bonds.
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